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of April, 17 59, at i Mae 
Common, for the Murder of her 
Aut Mrs. Suſannah Walker, engtroſſes the 
general Converſation, it may be no diſagree- 
able Taſk to communicate ſome Reflections 
upon ſo ſerious a Subject: And as the Au- 
thor does not reckon himſelf liable to Pu- 
niſnment for uttering the real Sentiments of 
lis Heart, flowing from cool and mature 


A * De- 


the preſent Adminiſtration under the mildeſt 
and beſt of Kings will ſcreen him from any 
Inſult, ſo he ſhall ſpeak with the > greate 
F reedom and Candour. 


ſhire, a Girl of about Nineteen Years old, 
was far from being of that perverſe and ob- 
ſtinate Diſpoſition repreſented by her Ene- 
mies; ſhe was bred in a Country Place where 
were few or no Temptations to Debauchery 

or Extravagance, theſe Rocks upon which 
ſo many of the Female Sex ſplit, eſpecially 
in and about London and Weſtminſter : She 
bad Nothing to ruffle her natural Diſpoſi- 


tion; ſhe had no unjuſt Stepmother to in- 


flame her Huſband againſt his Child by 
Calumny, Slander and Maiſrepreſenta- 
tion; ſhe had no Half Brother to engroſs 
the whole Care of his Mother to her Pre- 
judice, to revile and inſult her at Pleaſure, 
and even to ſcrimp her in her Meals, by 


giving her no Victuals but ſuch as he could 


not digeſt, and ſuch as were rendered loath- 
ſome by his handling of them; ſhe had 


Plenty of the Necefſyties' of Life, and a 


virtuous 


Deliberation; and as he humbly thinks that 


Ar Edmondhn, of "ERA in York. 
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virtuous = to follow ; her Parents 
were ready to encourage her in what was 
laudable, and to correct with Diſcretion the 
Foibles and Inadvertencies incident to 
Youth; theſe bore an extream good Cha- 
tacter, and were remarkable for the Cate 
they took of their Children. 


About the latter End of October 1 
this unfortunate Girl came up to London, 


with an Intent to wait upon her Aunt Mrs. 
Walker, as a Companion: Her Parents 


had informed her of the Uſe her Aunt 
might be of, and that the longer ſhe lived, 
A always the better for her, as being a laho- 


rious Woman and 1 in a ſented Way of Bu- 
1151 9 Ws 


But whatever ſome may ſay of Poll Ed- 
mondſon's Opinion with Regard to her Aunt, 


| none T believe will diſpute the Sentiments 


| entertained by Poll's Parents about her; for 
had the Girl been of an impetuous Temper 
and Forwardneſs of Diſpoſizion, it was ill 
judged to ſend her up as Companion to a 
Woman, in the Preſervation of whoſe Life 
| they were all concerned, for ſhe was daily 
miniſtring 
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(6) 
miniſtring to them of the Earnings of a 
laudable and honeſt Induſtry, of which her 
I muſt deprive them, = 


Stamped with the deep Page of i 
Diary and Intereſt inculcated by her Parents, 
ſhe behaved toward her Aunt with all duc 
Submiſſion, and on every Occaſion acted 
-agreeably to her aged Friend : Nor was ſhc 
ever obſerved to have any Variance with 
her; whence then could Rumours be pro- 
pagated for executing the Memory of the 
Girl in every Tap- Room and Coffee-Houſe 
thro the Kingdom? after enduring the Se- 
verity of the Law at Kennington Common 
For a ſuppoſed Murder, the Circumſtances 
of which I am to conſider, 


On Friday the 23d of February 1759, 
Was Mrs. Suſannah Walker murdered, a 
little before Eight o'Clock at Night ; and 
for this Murder was Mary Edmondſon exe- 
cuted, and her Character in every Point 
loaded with the bittereſt ichen 8 


The Witneſſes examined upon her Tral 
| were the firſt to enter the Houſe upon her 


Y e 


LY 


own Alarm, for ſhe called out Murder, 
Murder! On entering, they found the 
Aunt wallowing in Gore; and on nar- 
rowly ſearching the Houſe, but particularly 
the Waſh-Houſe, which was diſordered 
(like other Waſh-houſes) they found a 
bloody Apron, which determined one F. 
Holloway to charge the Girl with the Mur- 
der, and to ſecure her in a Neighbour's 
Houſe, where two Women lay by her, that 
ſhe might not eſcape. 


All this Time no Remorſe 1 PE 
Guilt contracted ; no Uneaſineſs but what 
aroſe from the Fate of her Friend ; nor 
were any Signs of Fear and Anxiety theſe 
inſeparable Companions of a wounded 
Spirit: Certainly, Poll Edmondſon muſt 
have been as much inured to Blood as ſome 
the Butchers in Leadenhall Market if ſhe 
was guilty, and yet continued unconcerned 
and unmoved ; ſhe preſerved the ſame Se- 
renity before the Coroner's Inqueſt, her 
Narration was uniform and conſiſtent; the 
Terrors of Impriſonment could draw no- 
thing from her; and the ſame Coolneſs at 
tended her at her Trial, when arraigned 
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upon the heavy Accuſation and Indictment; 
which, after the ordinary Preamble charges 
the Priſoner with © Wilfully, and of her 
« Malice aforethought, making an Aſſault, 
c and with a certain Knife of the Value of 
* one Penny, which ſhe then had and held 
ein her Right Hand, on the Throat of 
= Suſannab Walker, near the Jaw Bone, 
„ did give one mortal Wound, of the 
© Breadth of three Inches, and the Depth 
e of five Inches, of which Wound ſhe, 

_ « the ſaid Szſannab, inſtantly died.” 


To prove this Indictment twelve Wit- 
neſſes were produced by the Council for the 
Crown, and tho' none of them have ſworn 
againſt the Sufferer in Terms of the Charge, 
as to Malice aforethought, to the Condition 
of the Knife of the Value of One Penny, 

much leſs to her © holding it in her Right 
Hand,” yet as they ſwore to ſeeing a mur- 
dered Perſon, - we ſhall examine what they 


ſeverally have ſworn to, and ſee how far 


their Depoſitions fix the Guilt upon Poll, 


The firſt Witneſs is Anne Toucher, who 
depones that being at the Houſe of Sufannab 
I Walker 


1 
| 64: 23d 8 mY 44 about Half an 
Hour after Seven. at Night, ſhie faw the 
rt ſcowering Candleſtieks, and that 
f hs Defire der Aunt, croſſed the 
ö ag! with her the Wi Bes; all which ate 
Ciceumſtanpes of Rony and good Un- 
derſtanding þetwi e * | the Niece and ney 


T Avat! 


Health Lan - likewiſe 1 i 
fame Thing about the Candleſticks; and it 
| js manifeſt from their; joint Evidence, that 
ſhe had been taken yp with that Part of 
Houſhold Work for two Hours; Circum- 
fange far from fixing on her the Crime of 
luder, or of Ty Malige aforethought!“ 


Ruth; 288. the Oyſter- Woman, feats 
that the Sufferer opened the Door, that on 
Step of it the called out Murder. that 
turglie about, ſhe repeated the Cry, Muk» 
chat ſhe croſſed the Way, and a third 
he e eyed Monk! that ſhe run into 
Mr, Oaells Houſe, which. right faces her 
Aunt' s Houſe, AC twice called opt Mpz> 
DER; that ſhe preſettly came out. of. the 
fame Hoe, and cried out My.aDz 3 | 
EN 74 Io uf Mun 
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„„ 18 hard to lay of heh C Go | 0 
Mr. Halba) is, perhaps he taay bg 
thoſe "of a middling Genius! eady ton 
jectute, and as tenacious .of his OWN Süß- 
Een, as a Chairman of his Fare, a We- 
terman 'of his Freight, a Lawyer of. is] Fee, 
or a Court Lady of an 53 ih! A 
Prin me ms Miniſter ; however, that t 18, 8 * 
8 the 


the Fire Sid 15. 


| firſt to ſu a 3 to examine her 
* _—_ E bu "ſhe ablolately denied 
: 52 thoꝰ the Exarhiner plain ly 
7 bold! her,” "that he reafty believed het to bs 
Wie Perſon who murdered her Aunt, yet ſhe 
E erared in aſſerting! her Innocence: : And 
wo the e put Der in ſuch 2 
L * little Blood, yet no 

in her Temper 4 


ele 5 what the formerly ſaid; 


eise is 7 bn Hilkr, wh 
thine Bout F [Quarter before Eight, 
oer came into the Noab's Ark, ard 
1 © per dear Aunt was murdered; and 
he che Suffefer had made her Ef 
e that he found the Aut lying 
4 with ber Head within her Atm, and 
1 dead that her Face was much bruiſed 
near aid upon the Sutores of her rigkt 
Temple, „ that there was a Cut on her 
” upper Lip, and that © her Cap lay juſt 
* by ber vp on the Floor, and ſeemed às if 
it had been dipped in a Tub of Blood. 


The Evidence of this Witneſs, Sechs to 
be on the” Side of the Priſoner ; 3 for by the 
„ Teſtimeny 


*; ? Fe; r 12 3 5 
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Teſtimony of 1 this Gentleman, OY: 
ſttuggled and was overcame : Sore | am, the 
Njece was unable to conquer the Aunt, who 
in bodily Strength appeared her Superi; 
and the Girl was. fatigued that: ee 


with AC Candleſticks eh. 


As to the N cap be 100 
fix + or: ſeven Places on the le Side, thi 
might have happened while handling he 
Aut, to ſee if it was poſſiblg to gecover her, 
or the Blood might have . pros 
the Cuts which ſhe berſelf rece f roſs 
Pingers: For my Part, I cannot cok 
what Attitude the Niece was while mul] 
dering her Aunt; provided the left Side ct 
het Cap bad been ſtaĩned from the Blood 
Which guſhed from the right Side of the 
Throat of the murdered; Perſon, the Blood 
upon the Cap might have been oceafione 
by: a thoughtleſs ſcratching the Head with 
dlaody Fi nere. a, 1 n, which * 
* dal = b 


. Yobn 1 Warren the-next Witneſs, epos 
as little. againſt ber; he indeed opened the 


Dove of”; the Copper, and from where the 
* FR 


1547 
l 
$ 4 = 


"T7 
rig king was put in, pulled ont a bloody A- 
pron, and the former Witneſs kneeled down 4 
and p ulled out from the Aſhes- hole of the 
1. — a Knife quite bloody up to the 4 
Handle: What Circumſtance can be here 
for weakening her own Aſſertions? When Y 
e Men commit the dreadful Act of Murder, | 
we need not be ſurprized | at extravagant 
> Ac ens afterwards ; nor is it very amazing, 
if a Country Girl had thrown the Things 
there, while ſtunned, confounded, "and 
| F ed at the ſudden Cataſtrophe, which 
PS made Mrs. Toucher, a Woman of a falr 
1 Character, ſay, For God's Sake, Mr. 
atren go ax with me, or x ſhall 
1 "it drop down,” DIY "4. 2 if 


*. 


" Edward Fe rey u ih n next d Winch de- 
beer as to bringing over from the Houſe 
of one Mrs, Thomas, an Apron belonging 
to the Sufferet, and which was beſmeared 
With ſome of the Blood Which had ſpouted | 
from the Orifice of the Vein, when the ; 
"Surgeon made the Incifſion; he further fays, f 
that the Keys of the Drawers dropt out 
of the Petticoats of the murdered Perſon, 

. « but that none of them would open theſe 
e = “ Drawers, 


I4y 
ke awers, till bk were, borrow'd of a 
Neighbour.” And then happily for Pol / 
E. andfon, cc Bills and Money were found 
in. them to the Amount of 120 J. a ny 
*ankard, and ſome other Things. 7 
Aeems the Gul has been honeſt, tho a Mur- 
derer; not to meddle eithet with Tankard, 
Bills, or with Money: And tho the after 
N that a Quantity of Coals, with 5 
a Mop and Stone Bottle, were hid in that 
hon Repoſitory the Neceſſary Houſe, 
may ſtrike at her Honeſty, Jet it cannot 1 
on her the Crime of Marder, otherwile more 
Girls than one-two. or three, thro' London, 4 
and Weſtminſter, might. be Charged Ma 
This Witneſs deſcribes the Room to be 
about 12 Feet by 10, and the Waſh-houſe, 
Which; joins to the Dwelling-bogle, without ” 
going into the Yard, to be equally ſmall; 
he ſays there is a little Stone Vard, and two 
ſeparate Gates, about 7 or 8F get bigh, be- | 
tween theſe Gates * an Alley, which la laſt 
- he fays i is narrow, and, TED Feet of | 
the Door. As, proper a Paſſage as any in 
that Neighbourhood, for evil minded Per- 
ſons to ſteal en if e to com- 


1 Murder! 1 
| 5 | Bechariah 


| 2 5 13 * 

Zecbariab Fo dns ſweats, that be took 
up the Floor of the Neceſfary Houſe, where 
he ſaw a great many large Coals, a Mop al- 
moſt new, and a Stone Bottle, which would 
bold about a Gallon and an Half, and that 
he found under a Water Caſk, the Watch 
S which hung in the Room of Ms. 7 Os 

the Night * was murdered, — 


As it is bard to deſcribe the different Me- 
| thods which People have In laying Things 

from them, and that nothing is more com- 
mon with a Laundreſs, than to ſecret het 
Watch in a ſafe Place, that it may receive 
no Hurt, while ſhe is 1 with dirty 
Work, as Mrs, Walker ſometimes Was, ſo 
it would be fully as generous, to impute 
the Care taken of the Watch to the Aunt, 
as to the. $456 who in any Event, muſt 


K g-*® © 


Poll a yay if Rebecca & . the 
Woman who ſlept with her Aunt, had not 


been a Quaker. as ſhe could have declared, 
that 


"THT 
that her Friend was accuſtomed. to ſeoret her 
: Watch under the, Caſk, while waſhing i in 
the Laundry, the Place where the Murder 
was perpetrated, and ont of which ſhe was 
dragged, or at leaſt ſtruggled, into her own 


Room; ſhe could likewiſe have. told, that 
a Woman that Aft ernoon returned "a that 
Apron which ſhe. formerly. 57 borrow'd 


of her: And beſides all this, Miſtreſs Re- 
beeca, muſt be a Woman of a remarkable 
fine Character, otherwiſe ſhe: might have 


| ſhared a little of the Suſpicion of ſecreting 
great pieces of Coals, a new Mop, and 


Stone Bottle: in that er ee 


the Neceſſary Houſe? > Slider r 
Fon Fo Sand, peter Wiel, bers 
nothing to be remarked on, Wb £2. 


Richard Chapman, \ is indeed a little more 
particular, and ſwears that the Aunt- way 
murdered, and that there appeared to be 


the Dents of Teeth on the little Finger of 
her * Hand, -apd a ehre on * ae 


Sg A * \D 


s. 
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Had any Difference exiſted between the 
W Aunt and Niece, the Dents of Teeth, as 
but barely conjectured by the Witneſs, might 


I have raiſed a bare Suſpicion, that the laſt 
| was guilty ; but as the Conjecture does not 


go the Length of imagining it to be recently 
done, the Suſpicion vaniſhes, 


From this Witneſs i it is plain, that Thieves 


or Murderers might get in by the Back 
| Door, provided they could force their Way 
thro' two Gates; * which, ſuppoſing they 
were locked, are 50 $LIGHT, that I be» 


Body!“ And Mr. Ing nod, the laſt Witneſs, 


proves the ſlightneſs of the Gates, nor does 


he ſay they were ſhut at the Time the Murs 
der was committed, and this leads to 


7 he Priſvner's Defence. 


. On tho 23d of February, in the Evening, 


my Aunt and I was at work in the Kitchen, 
and ſhe ſaid to me, Molly, when you have 
cleaned your Brafſes you ſhall go and ſes 


Hour. My Aunt bid me light Mrs. 
Toucber home, which I did. When J 


8 cams 


lievo they would break down with any 


your Siſter, Mrs. Toucher came in to ſes 
my Aunt, and ſtaid about a Quarter of an 


—WB 2 + a 9 > eaten 
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came back again, T ſhut the street Door 
after me, and we went to supper. My Aunt 
ſaid ſhe would let the Cat in at the Pack 
Door; preſently after ſne went back wards, 
ſhe allied out to me, and I aſked her if ] 
ſhould bring her the Candle; and ſhe 
anſwered me No; I then fat down in a 
Chair by the Table, and four Men broke 
in upon her; and a tall Man, in a white 
Frock, or a white Waiſtcoat, brought my 
Aunt out of the Waſh-houſe by the Neck, 
[7 he Priſoner here put both ber Hands round 
er Neck to ſhew the Court in what Manner 
. the Man had ſeized ber] and. ſat her ina 
Chair by the Fire-Side; then three Men 
came following, and took hold of me, and 
aſked me if I would die, or hold my 
Tongue, I aid 1 would not ſpeak ; the 
tall Man ſtood over me, while the other 
three Villains murdered my Aunt, When 
they had murdered my Aunt they went up 
Stairs; and the tall Man took my Uncle's 
; Watch, and I made my Eſcape out, and 
went and alarmed the People, and ſaid they 
had murdered, my Aunt ; then I went to 
the Naab's Ark Alehouſe; but how I got 
there or back again, I do not know, and 
this is all I know about it,” 1 * 
oz "20: 


„ 

fo fm ap the Evidence in the very 
+1 Words of the Judge, who tried her, cannot 
: | be expected from me, yet as his Lordſhip 
did not give his Sentiments upon the Sub- 
W jc, but left it to the Jury, it will be no /can- 
dalum Magnatum i in me, if J differ in O- 
bpinion from them, on the following Con- 
| fiderations. ti 


By the Law of Moſes, which is by far 
the beſt upon Criminal Matters, no Perſon 
was to be deprived of his Lite, merely 
from Circumſtances ; by the Teſtimony of 
two Witneſſes, a Man ſhall die, but by 
the Teſtimony of one Witneſs ſhall no Man 
be put to Death: The Defects of a poſitive 
Evidence, may be ſupplied from Circum- 
ſtances ; that is, where there is only one 
Witneſs to ſwear poſitively, the Evidence 
of a ſecond Witneſs may be ſupplied by a 
Circumſtantial Proof; but ex Circumſtan- 
tits meris ne quis laqueo ſuſpendatur; & was a 
received opinion among the Greeks, and was 
adopted by the Romans afterwards: Cir- 
cumſtances will not fix a common Debt 


1 th. 


— — 
* * 


N Man 3s to be hanged upen Circumſtances merehs 
| #4; ID 3 - upon 
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n a. = much leſs the dreadfol Crime : 
of Murder : And if the People of England, 
jail ſo tenacious of the natural and per. 
ſonal Freedom of every Native in this 
Country, that they enacted in the Magn, 
Charta, that no Engliſhman was to be 
taken up without a Complaint exhibited by 
ſome proper Perſon againſt him, it is rea. 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, they would not incline, 
that the Life of any ſhould be taken away 
without ſome poſitive Proof againſt the ac- 
cuſed: To. urge this a little farther, a 
the Life of every Man is precious, in Con- 
ſideratlon of his being formed after the 
Image of God; fo the greateſt Tenderneſs 
dught to be uſed in every Trial, where Life 
is concerned. Better twenty guilty Perſons 
ſhould go free, than one innocent Perſon 
ſhould ſuffer, ought to be the Opinion of 
every Man who tries a Cauſe; and to declare 
Probability to be Proof, is contrary to the 
vety common Rules of Logic, and is fre- 
quently attended with the moſt fatal Con- 
Eq gences, and involves in the heavy Guilt 
Bloodſhed. 


. It is pretty evident to me, that Mary 
. ought to have been acquitted, | 
| * 


z the Circumſtances were at the utmoſt 
only probable againſt her; and the Cir- 
= cumſtances in her Favour, if adverted 
to, are equally probable of her Innocence ; 
for none of the Witneſſes ſo much as infi- 
nuate, that ever there was any Variance be- 
tween: her and her Aunt, or that the laſt fo 


much as harboured the remoteſt Suſpicion 


of her Niece's pilfering Coals, and ſome 
Trifles, ſuch as a Mop and Stone Bottle. 
It is clear, that the Houſe was acceſſible by 
the Back Door, as a narrow Alley leads into 
the Back-Part; and that the two Gates were 
ſo weak as to yield to the feebleſt Effort. 


The very Struggle which the Aunt made 

is a Circumſtance in Favour of the Niece, 
who was no way capable of encountering 
ſuch an Antagoniſt ; and her Head leaning 


involved within her Arm, ſhews that the 


Wound muſt have been given by one 
ſtronger than herſelf. There is not one 
Circumſtance in this Affair, but what, 
without any Strain, might have been con- 
ſtructed to the Advantage of the Sufferer, 
if managed by good Hands: Nor can I ſee 
what Circumitance could determine any 
Perſon to believe her Guilty, except the 

Paſſage 


Paſſage into the Back Part of the Houſe, 
which, from the Witneſſes, appears only to 
have been ſecured by two weak Gates: The 
Blood upon her Apron has been accounted 
for, both from the Nature of the Hurt ſhe 
herſelf received and from the Handling of 
her Aunt in her melancholy Situation; a 


hath the finding of the Knife and en bo 
the Manner deſcribed by the Witneſſes, 


who even vary in their Account of that 
Particular: It is ſtrange, that no Blood was 


obſerved on the Sleeves of her Gown, oc 


8 her Breaſt, if the Had been Guilty! 


The Girl 8 Ser is a „ for be- 
Teving her innocent; many Girls are of a 


bold and forward Diſpoſition, and yet ate 


far from being crue], eſpecially WITHOUT 


any Cauſe; theſe, again, who are moſt 


paſſionate, are frequently the moſt generous. 


and tender hearted; the Timorous and 


Frightened are moſt ready to harbour the 


Paſſion of Reſentment, and to be hurried 


down the Torrent of Revenge; in either 


Caſe, Poll Edmondſon appears to have been 
Innocent ; if ſhe was of a bold and reſolute 
Temper, the cannot be ſuppoſed to attack 
her beſt Friend without a Cauſc ; or it may 

be 
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be "halle that her Paſſion would have 


W fub6ded, after giving the firſt Wound upon 


W the Lip, without proceeding to give ſo deſ- 
= perate a Wound as the Aunt afterwards re- 
W ceived; if the was timorous, ſhe cannot 
= be ſuppoſed to have made an Aſſault upon 
one ſtronger than herſelf, and to have run 
the Hazard of being vanquiſhed. And if 
of Forethought ſhe intended to kill her 
Aunt, the Night-time was by far the moſt 
eligible Seaſon for perpetrating the Bar- 
| barity, as Rebecca Sparrow, was not that 
Night to lie with Mrs. Walter: Nay the 
Wound itſelf was of ſuch a Length, viz, 
« -four Inches and an half long, and ex- 
* tended even to the Windpipe,” that it 
is highly improbable, conſidering the 
| Strength of the cerotid Arteries, that any 
but ſome Leadenhall Butcher could have 
given it. Happy the Man, who like Solo- 
mon, conſiders Circumſtances for ſaving a 
Life, but not for taking it away! 


A Wot ſeldom uſes ſuch dſpeiues 
Weapons as Knives, or Swords; the Spirit 
of an Amazon is not frequent among 
Engliſo Women; and the People of York 
ey were ever remarkable for Hoſpitality, 

and 
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and good Nature ; the Engliſh Ladies hive 
indeed been known to make uſe of Poiſon, 
without adverting to its Conſequences, i 


Order to create a Lethargy in a Father, that 


he might not thwart his Daughter's Incli- 


nation to Intrigue, as was the Caſe of Miß 


Blandy about ſeven Years ago; or they 


unite their Counſels with ſome Lover, in 
Order to deſtroy an Uncle, for having acted 


unnaturally by them, as was the Caſe of 
Miſs Fefferies, about the ſame Time: The 


Motive of theſe two Ladies was plain, that 


of Poll Edmondfon is a Myſtery; Miß 
Blandy had been croſſed in her Inclination, 
and Miſs Feferies had been groſly abuſed by 


her Uncle, to whom ſhe had bore an in- 
ceſtuous Child, before ſhe was fourteen 


Years old, and which ſhe had deſtroyed by 
his Direction: In a Word, nothing of Re- 


venge or Reſentment, can be charged upon 
Poll Ed mondo. 


Theſe and other Arguments, might be 
urged in Defence of the Sufferer, who in 
Her dying Moments denied the Fact in the 
moſt. ſolemn Terms: And in my humble 
Opinion, every Perſon ought to be believed 
when on the Brink of Eternity, It is na 
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new „Tig in lend to ſee the Innocent 
W fer; Poor Dick Coleman, for the Mur- 
| | der of Sarab Green, is too recent and af- 
fedting an Example; the Judge who tried 
| Poll Edmondſon, knows the Aſſertion to be 
nue: In a Word, the Circumſtance of her 
W Sex, added to the Simplicity of her Educa- 
tion, ſpeak Rrongly for her, the Harmony 
between her Aunt and her, will admit of 
no Preſumption for her being actuated by a 
Principle of Revenge : The Nature of the 
| Wound was ſuch as can ſcarce be thought 
to have been given by a Woman, the Poſ- 
ture in which the murdered Perſon was lay- 
| ing, ſhews her to have been murdered by 
none of her own Sex; the Time of Night 
in which the Act was committed, ſpeaks for 
the Sufferer; as does the Manner by 
which ſhe alarmed the Neighbourhood, 
crying out, © My Dear AvnT is mur- 
dered,” with the uniform Account ſhe al- 
ways gave of it, but above all the ſolemn 
Declaration made at her laſt and dying 
Moments, when importuned by a Relation, 
who got up into the Cart, that ſhe would 
confeſs the Crime if ſhe was Guilty. She 
faid, © Couſin, I am not guilty of it, as 
10 1 muſt r before the Almighty. 
| 9 God 
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te God! in a few Minutes; do 5 out of 
* the World, as innocent of this Crime, 
as ever I came into the World when my 
© Mother bore. me; I would not trifle at 
this Time, when I ſee Death before my 
Eyes. I lay no Blame on any one that 
B te has been the Cauſe of my coming to this 
5 > ſhameful End. I hope God Almighty 
| e will forgive both them and me; I die in 
% Peace, and truſt in my Saviour and 
*© Redeemer for Mercy and Forgivenek., 
« And PR De God bleſs you, pray 
$6 for me.“ 


I the Inhabitants of Britain * Ireland 
were of the ſame Opinion with the Author, 
that every Perſon, however profligate in his 
 Life-time, ought to be believed at his Death, 

— they certainly would contribute, every one 
according to his Ability, that a Scheme 
ſhould be laid before the Parliament for 
rendering the Laws more intelligible, and 
for having them digeſted into a ſmall Pocket 
Volume, as the Danes have had for fone 
Time paſt, and as the Pruſſians have by 
the Order and Aſſiduuy of their King. 


» No Nation upon Earth has more Need 
to have their Laws univerfal ly known than 
England; 


a 


A” | 
af NG Acts of Pa rllament ate more 
numerous than to be found in Europe be⸗ 
ſides; and the tenth Part of theſe are not 
known, ſo that petty Attorneys impoſe upon 
the Illiterate, and the induſtrious Tradeſ- 
man becomes a Prey to the Lawyer, who 


| | has nothing but a large Wig and Sword, 


with a long Noſe and impudent Face to ſet 
him out, No Country. groans under an 
heavier Load of Blood: Never did ſo many 


# Martyrs die for the Laws and Liberties of a 


People, than have for the Engliſh Liberties 
and Laws: And in no Nation have more 
People gone to the Block and Gallows, de- 
nying their being guilty of the Crimes for 
which they were to ſuffer; and of late, the 


Number of theſe innocent Victims have in- 


creaſed ; a plain Proof that eit her People are 
extremely obdurate, and believe no future 
State, or that the Laws are defective, and 
the Judges ſometimes ſevere; to remedy 
which Evils is the Province-of a Miniſter 
of State, and no way unworthy the digni- 


. hed Clergy to take into Conſideration, for 


the Ingenuity and Wit of Man cannot be 
more fitly employed, than in ſetting a Fence 


and Barrier about the Lives of his Fellow 
Subjects. 


D 2 3 


„ 1 t& . 


3 wv; * 4 
4 ITY = d ry 
* 2 


7 ˙.:ö: re on EEE In 


— da nn PIG 


I f3 +, +7 4 's * 1 
w S AKs 4 1 3 * «2 Fn "4 


e ee 
A 
Sha 

4 

ag 

* 

* 

* 

4 


F Fe OI 5 
4 
- 
Ip 


2 
* 
s . 
* 
8 » 
1 
4 ; © 4 
* * 
- \ j 
* 
"$ 
* 
4 
k * 4 
* 
p ” 
>. 
2. 
r. he ; 
* : 
7 o " 
I : : | 
: I * 33 © 
LE * o ” + 2) I 
4 # N - Ag. 
= * K N 4 
* 8 * 
» © 


35 T7 
Pa NR EIS 
1 
>; * 


